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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WHAT’S NEW AT THE ITHACA ZOO
Ithaca Zoo has announced the opening of a new permanent exhibit on bugs, “Incredible Insects Worldwide”

[bookmark: _GoBack]
ITHACA, N.Y., MARCH 8, 2018 – On April 1st, the Ithaca Zoo will be opening a new permanent exhibit on bugs called the “incredible Insects Worldwide”. This exhibit in Ithaca, New York will feature 7,000 creeping, crawling and flying insects, ranging from colorful butterflies to a working colony of leaf-cutter ants. Angelina E. Scarab, Executive Director of the Ithaca Zoo, believes in creating adventure, conveying knowledge, conserving nature, and serving the community. 

The zoo is home to more than three hundred animals and five hundred plant species and was recognized by “Parents Magazine” as one of the ‘Best 10 Zoos for Kids in the U.S.’ So, there is no surprise that the Ithaca Zoo is the first zoo in America to house the recently discovered rare, yellow spider from Malaysia, also known as the Heteropoda davidbowie. This unique spider was named after the late rock star David Bowie, in an effort to raise awareness about the number of arachnid species threatened with extinction. The accredited exhibit of the American Zoo Association is also home to 1,500 free-flying butterflies and moths in the indoor butterfly garden. A working beehive can also be seen as a cross-section enclosed in class, where free-flying bees can enter from outdoors through a tube leading to the indoor hive. 

From behind the safe barrier of glasses enclosures, visitors can get within inches if they want to view the insects. Scarab states, “I hope to dispel the myth that all bugs are dangerous and eerie.” In hopes to diminish the fear of bugs, “Incredible Insects in Action” demonstrations will be on the weekends. Visitors can let some bugs crawl on them, see insects under microscopes, view videos on the bugs and slugs, and play interactive games. Kleinpaste Ruud, entomologist and environmentalist, will give a series of lectures from April 1st to the 5th. Ruud has hosted a series called, Buggin’ with Ruud on the TV network Animal Planet and other TV programs in New Zealand, where he is originally from. Ruud says “my life has been dedicated to the study of insects ever since. I want people to be entertained but also to uncover secrets of insects and learn how they make a positive impact on our world.” The zoo is internationally known for its success in the protection and propagation of endangered animals and plants in both the U.S. and South America.



The exhibit is located on 88 Animal Lane (off Route 13) and there is free parking. Admission is $14 for adults; $7 for children under the age of fifteen. Daily tours of the new exhibit are conducted by graduate students of Cornell University’s Department of Entomology at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. The exhibit is open daily from 9 to 5 p.m., except on Saturday’s when it is open until 7 p.m. Zoo fanatics can check out the website www.IthacaZoo.org for more. The exhibit can be checked out at its very own website at www.IncredibleInsects.org or call 1-800-123-4567 to address any questions or comments.  
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